
CARE 
OF THE KEEL* 

Fleets. like their owners. are aging. What to do about proh- 
lems associated with keels i~ a concern second only to that of 
centrebnards. 

not. ~onse~"enIIy, &ess and crevice corrosmn is lmhle to 
affect keel bolts and their tapped holes-whlch could go right 
throueh to the flanee. As well. water meht  eet m underneath - 
the keel "am at the ton. (One mmht see theoaint hlrn as the aff 

ing compound. Do this after providing a barrmcoat of water- 
proof epoxy, POR 15 or Pettit's Rust lak, and before the tinal 
antifouling coat. 
Should one wtihb repar the keel, i.e building up the flat port 

side into a smooth cum-a appears, at least in the T-er 
clasees, that a limit to the dimensmns of the keel bulld up has 
not been legtslated. A free hand herel 
Rust, much worse in salt water t h m n  fresh, 1s the recurring 

problem wtth iron keels. Elahorate and expenswe treatments 

. . 
rust-no need to go down to bare metal. Paint rusted spots 
with a couole of coats of POR 15 or Petttt's Rust Lok Both 
pants are hygrascops, a humidday will help themcure faster. 
Wear rubber gloves as they adhere b the skin and are all but 
impossible to remove. Fmsh with acoat of antrfouling lnthe 
fall, when the boat is hauled out, n wlll be almost mst free. By 
the following sprmg, a few more rust spots will show-110th- 
ing I k  a blgproblem to deal wlth then. 
* Informtion glemedpom letters in Tamer Talk CMay/June/ 
99 edirlonj, the nmsletfer of fhe Tower Sarhng Association. 


